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C. T. R. Wilson first began his investigations into clouds, which culminated
with the discovery of the cloud chamber, because of his interest in the opti-
cal phenomena seen in the mists surrounding Ben Vevis in Scotland. Such
touches bring home the fact that physics has as warm and as human a
history as any of man's endeavors and not the cold barrenness envisioned
by many.
The book can be recommended to a biologist or medical man who wishes
to gain insight into atomic and molecular physics. The format of the book
is pleasing and it is well printed, but the price is excessive in view of those
asked by other publishers.
F. HUTCHINSON
TREPONEMATOSES: A WORLD PROBLEM. By T. Guthe and R. R. Willcox.
Geneva, World Health Organization, 1954. 79 pp. $.50.
This brochure is an extended and well-illustrated memorandum dealing
very unequally with two problems. It is a succinct and interesting exposi-
tion of the view that control of the human spirochetal diseases is best
achieved if they be regarded as a unit. Since today they are all primarily
contact diseases effectively treated, aborted, and prevented by penicillin,
this concept has the advantage of simplicity and of answering the main needs
of those whose primary interest lies in control. Some detailed data are
given on the nature of successful campaigns, the lessons learned from
failures to follow through after initial surveys and treatment campaigns,
and the necessity for a permanent even though reduced force to continue
treatment on the contagious residue.
The pamphlet also exposes, and very inadequately, a view which this
reviewer thinks is untenable even when presented brilliantly. In essence
this concept holds that since the spirochetes have not been distinguished by
sufficient criteria, the diseases are the same-i.e., essentially a unitarian
view. In general, adherents of this view emphasize less the identity of
syphilis, yaws, and pinta-wrongly, it seems from their point of view-
than they do the identity of syphilis and various contact spirochetoses, with
age predominance in children, and known locally as bejel (Iraq), dichuchwa
(Bechuanaland), njovera (Southern Rhodesia), and the "non-venereal
syphilis of Bosnia." Now these clinical entities are not typical syphilis:
there is no chancre, no congenital manifestations, and conclusions as to late
cardiovascular and neurological involvement are not uniform. Nonetheless
the authors group them into an entity which they call "endemic syphilis."
The syphilis which we have known for over four centuries is now to be
called sporadic syphilis for reasons not explained by the authors and inex-
plicable to the reviewer.
This rather bizarre redefinition of medical nomenclature would substitute
imprecise concepts for those of some degree of clarity, contradictory terms
for those which are at least selfconsistent, and deny the evidence of clinical
and pathological observation.
The justification for this most peculiar proposal appears to be the notion
that if syphilis is non-venereally transmitted, then it will be, or may be,
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different in manifestation and in outcome than if contacted during inter-
course. Since in either case the portal of entry is mucosal or cutaneous, this
view holds that passage through the tissue of the genitalia will exert on
T. pallidum a profound effect which passage through the tissue of the cheek
or mouth will not do. Now this is an extremely important microbiological
concept for which one would like to see some evidence presented. Further-
more, in the absence of treatment, precisely how this childhood syphilis is
supposed not to be transmitted venereally when the child becomes an adult
is never made clear.
To this reviewer the concept, despite its "unity," complicates rather than
clarifies the subject, and in addition is confused and unjustified. It is un-
fortunate that the matter was even raised, for it forms no essential part of
this pamphlet.
DAVID WEINMAN
VIRAL AND RICKETTSIAL DISEASES OF THE SKIN, EYE AND MUCOUS
MEMBRANES OF MAN. By Harvey Blank and Geoffrey Rake. Boston,
Little, Brown, and Co., 1955. 285 pp. $8.50.
We might consider this treatise to be directed to medical student,
clinician, and virologist alike as a necessary complement to existing texts
that deal with clinical manifestations of viral and rickettsial diseases of man
and of animals.
Much can be said to the credit of this book. For one thing, the illustra-
tions are superb. There are 62 figures (mostly halftones) and 7 excellent
color plates showing many of the clinical conditions described in the text.
The fact that many of the pictures have never been published before makes
the book a valuable possession. To mention only a few, there are severe
hemorrhagic herpes zoster of the thigh, tissue culture infected with chicken
pox virus, moist warts of the genitalia, titration of orf virus (contagious
ecthyma of sheep) in the skin of a lamb, and herpes simplex lesions on the
palm and on the thigh of adults.
The chapter on warts is especially good, for it is the first time that such
a complete account has appeared in a virology text. Other diseases dis-
cussed are herpes simplex, the pox group (with a thorough treatment of
cowpox), the exanthemata, common cold, herpangina, molluscum contagi-
osum, epidemic keratoconjunctivitis, and rickettsioses-those contracted by
man from animals, and those caused by the Chlamydozoaceae. Some
diseases that might have been considered have been omitted. To quote from
the preface, "Such exclusions are based on two grounds. In the first cate-
gory, although the all-inclusive term 'eye' is used in the title, the authors
have not thought fit to discuss such diseases as rabies, encephalitis, polio-
myelitis, or lymphocytic choriomeningitis which influence the eye for the
most part outside the bulb, namely, in the optic nerve, optic pathways, or
extra-ocular muscles. The second category includes such diseases as influ-
enza, yellow fever or sandfly fever, in which only conjunctivitis, and that
as a somewhat rare complication, would suggest inclusion." The omissions
do not, however, detract seriously from the value of the book.
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